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   February 14, 2010
Dear (Aunt Josephine),

Greetings from the (_Smith_) House!  Things are going well this year.  I am currently a senior at San Ramon Valley High School and am planning on attending the military academy this next fall, which I am greatly looking forward to.  I am excited about the things that God has been doing in my life.  This year during spring break, I have the opportunity to go on a mission’s trip to Mexico with my church.  I am really looking forward to seeing how God will use me there.  ((Remove this paragraph and add your own personal update here!)

This will be the 19th year that Rolling Hills Community Church has sent a team to serve in Mexico.  We have worked for eleven of those years in a little town called San Felipe, and four years in Tijuana and Tecate building homes for needy families with Amor Ministries. This will be our fourth year working in Mexicali, Mexico, with an organization called Azusa Pacific Mexico Outreach.   They seek to share the love of God by partnering with churches in Mexicali to improve their facilities and serve the community through hosting sports camps and Vacation Bible School programs for the children.
I’m excited to say that I have been selected to be part of the 30 member team preparing to serve God this spring in Mexico.  Our group will be helping out with a church we partnered with last year in the Mexicali countryside.  Some of the activities we will be doing in addition to the facilities improvement projects are passing out Spanish Bibles, and sharing about Jesus Christ with the people.  It is a great opportunity for me to learn about God, through service to others, and the power of hard work.

We are looking forward to what God is going to do through our team this year, and we want to invite you to share in this ministry.  However, to make an impact you do not necessarily have to go on the trip!  There are a couple of ways you can support our team and make a huge difference!  First of all, your prayer support is vital.  Those who have served in Mexico in the past always come back with stories of how they saw God work in amazing ways, and I am convinced that this has a lot to do with the faithful prayers of friends and family back home.

Another way that you can support us is financially.  Each person on our team has been challenged to raise a total of $500.00.  This support will help cover our team’s expenses as we drive to Mexico, sleep and eat in a tent city, and buy the necessary supplies to complete our construction projects.  
If you feel led to support us financially, please make your check payable to Rolling Hills Community Church.  Please do not write my name on your check.  To ensure that your gift is tax deductible, your gift will be used to support the ministry of Rolling Hills Community Church (RHCC) as an unrestricted gift.  All unrestricted gifts are tax deductible and in compliance with IRS rules, RHCC will send receipts to all donors at the end of the year.  In turn, RHCC will use your gift to support our Mexico mission team and pay for all expenses.  Any excess money not used directly on the mission trip will be applied to the general budget at RHCC.  Enclosed you’ll find a stamped, self-addressed envelope and an RHCC donor card.  Please fill out the card and return it with your check in the envelope provided.
Thank you for taking the time to read this letter and if this has captured your interest at all, then I invite you to be a part of the work God is doing in Mexico.  Our team will greatly appreciate the support of your steadfast prayers along with any financial contribution.  It is through supporters like you that hardened hearts can be softened and lives will be changed.  Thank you again!

Sincerely,

(Jason)  (Your name here
